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What is PA
Forward?

Pennsylvania Libraries is a new initiative of
the Pennsylvania Library Association. It was
created to give voice to what the
library community already knows, and
what other states throughout the nation
are also recognizing: With the right support,
libraries are ideally positioned to become
the community centers of information,
technology, and learning that will fuel
educational and economic opportunity for all
citizens. Libraries are no longer just buildings
that house books. Today’s libraries are agile
institutions serving real-life needs. PA
Forward and the Commonwealth’s Libraries
PA Forward will make library services
available for all Pennsylvania citizens;
strengthen state supported library services
and leverage greater local and private
support. For public libraries, PA Forward will
position them as essential to a growing
customer base of private and municipal
organizations and individuals and as high-
quality early learning providers that
ultimately save taxpayer dollars otherwise
needed for remedial programs. PA Forward
will ensure that libraries have the resources
they need to keep Pennsylvania moving
forward.

Basic
LITERACY

Libraries can push Pennsylvania to achieve
one of the highest literacy rates in the coun-
try, and a better trained and more skilled
workforce, and a growing tax vase. Econo-
my and population.

We offer:
*  Lap Sit and Story Time
*  Magic Tree House Adventures

* 50 Book Challenge

INFORMATION
LITERACY

Libraries can help all Pennsylvanians learn
how to use online resources and current
technology to improve their education, to
enhance their job skills, and to participate
fully in a digital society.

We offer:
*  Technology Tutoring

*  Computer Classes

*  S.T.E.M Programming for Youth

FINANCIAL
LITERACY

Libraries can help citizens become informed
consumers and guide individuals. Small
businesses, and other organizations to con-
tribute to the economic vitality of their com-
munities.

We offer:

*  Tax forms

*  Seasonal programs with Financial Advisors

HEeALTH
LITERACY

Libraries can play an important role in
helping citizens actively manage their own
and their family’s well-being, making them
effective partners with their health care
providers and reducing costs.

We offer:

*  AK Health Programs
*  Medicare Programs

*  Natural Remedy Programs

CIvIC AND SOCIAL
LITERACY

Libraries can give citizens of all ages the
knowledge and skills they need to improve
their lives, to contribute effectively in their
communities, and to participate in civil dis-
course.

We offer:

*  Monthly Who Knew? Historical Programs

*  Historical Book Club




